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Hortlculture students put skills to Work

‘BY PHYLLIS ZIMMERMAN
; For. The Patriot-| News

On the day before Dauphin -

County 'Technical School’s
Nov. 3:open house, business
,was blooming in the school’s
ornimental hortxculture
classroom.
Under the tutelage: of - in-
structor: Matthew -Arnold,
" horticulture: students ' were
* creating arrangements and

displays to impress lmpend—
. ing visitors.

.Aylin Acero, 17, of ngles—
town, ‘was putting ‘the finish-
ing touches on 4 fireside bou-
quet that would greet open
. house vxsltors in the school’s
lobby:

The llth grader already
spent 90, minutes that morn-
ing arrangingthe bounty of
deep pink snapdragons, pink-
edged: yellow- calla lillies,
bright sunflowers and ferns. -

“It ,was. interesting to

. make, but lots of hard work,”
Acero said.

After graduation, Acero
said she hopes to study busi-
ness and horticulture in col-
lege, perhaps running a flow-
er shop in the future. |

DAUPHIN COUNTY TECHNICAL SCHOOL

Chelsx Myers, 16, of ‘Ling-
lestown was working on her
own fall floral arrangement.

The 1lth-grader transferred - -
this year to horticulture from .

the graphic arts course -be-
cause; she said, “I like wed-
dings and I figured I could do
a lot. of ‘weddings in: thxs
shop.”
She - aspires - to: become a
wedding pla.nner, she said.
Students in grades 9-12 be-
the ' horticulture course

by studymg plant growth and
learning-general horticulture -

skills, then advarncing to spe-

',c1a.hzed studies: floral, land-

scaping or greenhouse.

For floral study, students
create flower: arrangements
for ‘weddings, banquets, sen-
ior sports nights ‘at the tech
school’s ‘sponsoring -school
districts and -other- events.
Students . learn to how esti-
mate -orders and make calls
t0 suppliers. .

Landscapmg students
pracnce mulching, planting,
pruning and related skills.

They also learn how to op-
erate a tractor and skid load-
er and create walkways and
patios.

For the open house, land-
scaping ‘students built a ce-

“ment-block Wwall and prepar-

ed .potted plants for a patio
display. st

Greenhouse study involves
growing vegetables ‘and flow-
ers from seed in the school’s
computer-controlled green-
house.

The shop:sells its produce

to, faculty “and . staff each
-spring, Arnold said.

Students also. work on
propagating plants using cut-
tings'and grafting.

The. greenhouse ‘recently
was furnished with a -new
aeroponic unit, that grows
plants in air with fertilized
‘water sprays instead of soil.

This not only. ma.kes'plants

grow faster, but “people say

it makes the vegetables tastes
better,” Arnold said.
- The shop” s other facilities

include ‘a ll/z-acre outsn:le‘
nursery,.a 2-acre forestry’

area ‘and  a.plant: 1dent1ﬁca—
tion garden.

Arnold has taught homcul—
ture at’ the school ‘for five
years. '

“I Jove’ working with. the:
love explaining things

kids.

to them and seeing the lights

come on. I'like seemg thém :

get it,” Arnold'said: ;
And they do. get it. At the

2011 Farm .Show, six of .the "
horticulture students’entries " -
earned placements, Plus, 2011

graduate Kaitlyn Gtitshall

was awarded a. $500° schol-

arship at Lingelstown Garden

Club’s- annual ﬂower show i

last spring.. -
Tech school landscape stu-
dents build a display each

year, at the Pennsylvania

Home Show with the tech
school’s carpentry and, ma-
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|splay on Nov. 2 for the tech school’s annual open .

nry, shops, plus they ve
done work: for:the Antique
Auto- Museum in- East Hano-
ver Twp.*

- In'the future, Amold hopes
to sée students construct a
display for the Farm Show’s
Garden Expo, he said.

With.the approach of win--
ter holidays, things aren’t-

likely to slow. down for the

hurtlcultu.re students .
Christmas and ‘Valentine’s -
Day dre among :the ‘shop’s

busiest times, right up: there * :

with Easter ~and- Mothers’
Day.

Flower arrangements, holi-
day wreaths, table center-
‘pieces and other products are
available for purchase . for
only, the cost of materials. -




